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Remarks on the Application for World Cultural Heritage
of the Hani Paddy- Rice Terraces

Editorial Notes: In Honghe Hani and Yi Ethnic Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan Province, there are thou
sands of acres of paddy— rice terraces, making a spectacular and distinctive agricultural eco— landscape. The paddy
— rice terraces have been built by the wise and creative people taking advantage of the special geographical climate.
They are the rare ethnic cultural heritage of the Hani people as well as the living cultural landscape heritage shared by
all. In order to popularize the culture of the Hani paddy— rice terraces throughout the world, 2001, in charge of ap-
plication for world cultural heritage of the Hani paddy— rice terraces. It is hoped that these endeavors will contribute
all the more to the well- being of the local people. In China, the Hani paddy— rice terraces have been listed in the
preparatory programs applying for world cultural heritage. In March 2009, at the invitation of Yunnan Provincial Fed-
eration of Social Sciences, experts of different disciplines from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Chinese Acade-
my of Science, Yunnan Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Yunnan University, and Yunnan Agricultural Univer
sity went to the core zone of Hani Terraced Fields in Yuanyang County, Honghe Prefecture, starting investigations in
favor of the application work. The experts have provided constructive suggestions, theoretical or pradical, on the con
servation and exploitation of the paddy— rice terraces and on the task of application. Their ideas are presented here to
arouse wider attention and to be in memory of the fourth “Cultural Heritage Day” of China.
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